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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 11, 14, 19, 27-29, 31, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Divan (3,846,958). 

Claims 11. 14. and 19: 

In regards to claim 11, Divan discloses the same invention including a blade 
assembly for slicing a work piece capable of being 1 and 10 microns (26), a plurality of 
transfer rollers sequentially arranged in tangential proximity to each other (40 and 58 
the conveyor belt rolls and is therefore a roller), a work piece in contact with the surface 
of one transfer roller will be transferred to the surface of the sequentially successive 
transfer roller (Column 3 lines 20-40), a first sequential transfer roller is oriented in 
proximity to the blade assembly (40) so that the work piece will contact the surface of 
the first sequential transfer roller (Column 3 lines 20-40), and a receiving medium (39) 
disposed in tangential proximity to a final sequential transfer roller (58) so that the work 
piece on the surface of the final sequential roller will be transferred to the receiving 
medium in a substantially smooth and flat configuration (Fig. 1). 

In regards to claim 14, Divan discloses at least a portion of a circumference of 
one of the transfer roller is temperature controlled (the room is at a certain controlled 
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temperature and therefore the roller would adopt the properties of this surrounding 
temperature). 

In regards to claim 19, Divan discloses display means (48). 
Claims 27-29. 31. and 33: 

In regards to claim 27, Divan discloses the same invention including a holding 
assembly for manipulating a work piece (20), a blade assembly capable of slicing the 
work piece between 1 and 10 microns (28 and 26), a transfer roller mechanism (40 and 
58) for transferring the work piece in contact with the surface of a transfer roller to a 
receiving medium (39), and a controller (31). 

In regards to claim 28, Divan discloses the blade assembly further comprises a 
preliminary blade for removing slices from the work piece to a desired depth prior to the 
preparation of work piece (22) 

In regards to claim 29, Divan discloses the controller tracks the work piece (31). 

In regards to claim 31 , Divan discloses a first transfer roller positioned adjacent 
to the blade assembly for receiving the work piece from the blade (40) and a second 
transfer roller (58) for receiving the work piece from the first transfer roller and 
transferring the work piece to the receiving medium (39). 

In regards to claim 33, Divan discloses at least a portion of a circumference of 
one of the transfer roller is temperature controlled (the room is at a certain controlled 
temperature and therefore the roller would adopt the properties of this surrounding 
temperature). 

Response to Arguments 
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3. The rejected claims do not positively claim the work piece. Divan is perfectly 
capable of slicing a histologic-grade slice work piece between 1 and 10 microns. 10 
microns is equal to .01 mm. Divan is perfectly capable of cutting an item paper-thin. 
More structure language is needed in the claim to overcome the reference. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 15, 16, 30, and 35 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Prone whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
4513. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00 (M-F). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

07 May 2008 
/Jason Prone/ 
Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3724 



